DOCUMENT RESUME 



UD 031 759 

Petro, Janice Rose 

The Chapter I Challenge: Colorado's Contribution 1995. 
Colorado State Dept, of Education, Denver. 

Oct 96 
30p . 

Reports - Evaluative (142) 

MF01/PC02 Plus Postage. 

Academic Achievement ; Accountability; Compensatory 
Education; *Disadvantaged Youth; * Educationally 
Disadvantaged; Elementary Secondary Education; * Federal 
Legislation; Minority Groups; Program Descriptions; 
Standards; *State Programs; Urban Schools 

Colorado; Education Consolidation Improvement Act Chapter 
1; *Elementary Secondary Education Act Title I; Improving 
Americas Schools Act 1994 



Chapter I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA) is the largest federally- funded program designed to provide services 
to elementary and secondary students to meet the special needs of 
educationally deprived students who reside in areas with high concentrations 
of low-income families. The 1994-95 school year is the last year of operation 
under Chapter I of the ESEA. The 1994 reauthorization of the legislation 
changed the name to Title I of the Improving America's Schools Act. The 
reauthorized program will promote: (1) high stc-.ndards for all children; (2) a 

focus on teaching and learning; (3) flexibility for local initiative and 
responsibility for student performance; (4) links among schools, parents, and 
communities; and (5) resources targeted to greatest areas of need. In fiscal 
year 1995, 46,772 students received Chapter 1 services in Colorado. 

Fifty- five percent of the state's Chapter 1 participants belonged to an 
ethnic minority, while 73.5% of the state's students overall were white. 
Achievement gains in reading were reported by all Colorado Chapter 1 
districts in 1994-95, and language arts and mathematics programs were also 
effective in improving participants' achievement. However, Chapter 1 schools 
with the highest concentrations of poverty had lower average normal curve 
equivalent gains in basic and advanced skills. Two examples are given of 
successful Chapter 1 programs in Colorado. (Contains 5 tables and 14 
figures.) (SLD) 
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THE CHAPTER 1 CHALLENGE: 
COLORADO'S CONTRIBUTION 1995 
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All Chapter 1 programs must meet the following federal requirements: 
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All Chapter 1 programs must be evaluated and the results must be used for program improvement. 
Results of local evaluations are summarized and reported at the state and national levels. 
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professional development. 



Flexibility for Local Initiative, with Responsibility for Student Performance. 

Brings decisions to the school level, in consultation with the central office of the school district, so they 
can determine the best ways to meet the needs of their students. 

Encourages an ongoing planning process for improvement based on the needs of schools and students. 
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WHAT ARE OTHER ASPECTS OF CHAPTER 1? 
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planning, implementation and/or evaluation. A large number of parents, 45, 213, attended parent- 
teacher conferences to discuss achievement, concerns and progress of their children. In addition, 
52,451 parents were reported as having attended Chapter 1 workshops, conferences or meetings 
during the 1994-95 school year. Parent involvement increased an average of 7 percent in these 
three categories over the previous year. ij q 
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Achievement is also measured by means other than standardized tests. Chapter 1 student success 
in the regular school program is measured by the number of Chapter 1 students who are promoted 
to the next grade level the following school year and grades received in similar subject area classes. 



WHAT WERE THE RESULTS? 
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More detailed results are presented in the following tables in which achievement gains ^are reported 
by skill level and grade. 
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The majority of Colorado Chapter 1 schools with reading programs scored well above the state 
minimum of 2.0 NCEs in advanced skills. Eighty-four percent of elementary schools and 74 percent 
of secondary schools had average NCE gains of 2.0 or above. Basic skill percentages were lower 
(82 percent) for the elementary level and higher (75 percent) for secondary schools. 
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WHERE WERE THE RESULTS GREATEST? 
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Fourteen of the highest poverty schools in eight local education agencies across Colorado chose to 
provide Chapter 1 services to all students within their schools instead of selected students. Schools 
with poverty above 75 percent were given this option. 
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Test scores varied across district size categories. Districts with enrollments between 301 and 600 
showed the highest average NCE gains in reading, both basic and advanced skills. In language arts, 
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Districts in these settings don't have any projects in the designated subject area. 



HOW DO COLORADO AND NATIONAL RESULTS COMPARE? 
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To assist the staff in the planning and development of quality instruction, class schedules and planning 
times have been reconfigured. Mondays are short days and give the Martinez staff time to meet with unit 
members, teams, and committees; to plan instructional strategies; and to make decisions pertaining to 
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Montview Elementary School. Aurora. Colorado: 
Title I Schoolwide Program 
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